
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



No. 6.] NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 657 

fixed ideas, attacks, somnambulisms, deliriums. To each of these topics 
Janet devotes a chapter. 

Janet's characterization of hysteria rests upon the psychological theory 
that consciousness is a coordinated system of elements, that this system is 
capable of disruption or " disordination, " that its component elements may 
still exist in a more or less isolated condition as "subconscious states." 
Hysteria is, essentially, such a disruption of consciousness ; and the be- 
wildering variety of the symptoms which it presents is due to the fact that 
consciousness may be broken up in an infinite variety of ways. 

Whatever the value of the theory, there is no room for two opinions as 
to the nature of the observations and experimental results reported by 
Janet and his co-workers. They are for the most part easily verified by 
any one who possesses the requisite training and has access to a good 
neurological clinic. And the very fact that they are incapable of explana- 
tion by our traditional psychological theories, or by those that are now offi- 
cially accepted in most German and American laboratories, lends them an 
additional interest. It is much to be hoped that some portion of the zeal 
now expended upon * ' mental measurements ' ' of various kinds may be di- 
verted into this most promising field of investigation. 

The translation can scarcely be said to be good. It is literal in the extreme, 
and consequently suffers both in clearness and in grace. Had Mrs. Cor- 
son lived to complete her work, many of these blemishes would, no doubt, 
have been removed. Wm. Romaine Newbold. 

University of Pennsylvania. 

Spinozas Gottesbegriff. Von Elmer E. Powell. Halle, Max Nie- 

meyer, 1899. — PP- u 3- 

In the preface, the author, while referring to the fact that the literature 
on Spinoza's philosophy is constantly increasing, points out that, since the 
publication of the Korte Verhandeling, Spinoza's conception of God has 
not been made the subject of a special investigation. The main pur- 
pose of the work is apparently to determine whether this conception is 
adapted to the demands of a philosophy of theism ; and the conclusion 
reached is that the Spinozistic God and the God of theism have nothing 
in common but the name. In the Korte Verhandeling, presumably 
Spinoza's first work, the pantheistic position is clearly indicated, and the 
suggestions of theism occurring in the later works arise largely, as the 
writer shows, from Spinoza's terminology, probably used purposely, in 
order to recommend his philosophy to the general reader. After discuss- 
ing in the introduction the methodological presuppositions of Spinoza's 
philosophy, and the meanings of some of the terms employed, particularly 
that of the term * idea, ' the writer takes up in order the doctrines of sub- 
stance, attribute, and mode, and shows that Spinoza constantly endeavors, 
though vainly, to equate substance as wholly indeterminate with substance 
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as infinitely determined. The difference between the wholly indeterminate 
and the infinitely determined is then shown to be the difference between 
intellectus absolute infinitus and absoluta cogitatio. The former is simply 
a term for the aggregate of all adequate ideas, and possesses no unity, 
save that it arises from, or is the consequence of, absoluta cogitatio, which 
possesses the simple nature of the entirely undifferentiated, and so pre- 
sents the extreme opposite of consciousness. Just as the term God is ap- 
plied both to simple substance and to substance as differentiated in the 
eternal modes, so in the present case intellectus infinitus and absoluta cogi- 
tatio are both included under the phrase idea dei ; but in neither of its two 
possible meanings does this phrase imply consciousness in the proper sense 
of the term, as is especially apparent in the earlier work. 

References to sources and to other writers are fairly numerous ; the style 
and arrangement are excellent, and, taken altogether, it is a very readable 
book. B. H. Bode. 

University of Wisconsin. 

Essai sur V esth'etique de Lotze. Par Amedee Matagrin. Paris, F61ix 

Alcan, 1901. — pp. 163. 

The writer of this little volume has made a sympathetic study of Lotze' s 
theory of aesthetics, as set forth in his Grundzuge der AUsthetik, for the 
most part, but also with frequent reference to the Geschichte des jEsthetik 
in Deutschland, and to the Mikrokosmus. The book has two main divis- 
ions : The first, "Le beau," contains three chapters discussing the subjec- 
tive basis of the beautiful, the objective basis of the beautiful, and the 
beautiful in its particular forms or aspects ; the second part, " L'art et les 
arts," contains a chapter on art in general, its origin and function, one on 
the classification of the arts, and a third on the particular arts, music, 
architecture, sculpture, painting, and poetry. 

The writer attributes to Lotze' s work on aesthetics a greater importance 
and originality than most of his critics have accorded it. Admitting 
Lotze' s indebtedness to Weisse, to Hegel, and especially to Kant, M. Mata- 
grin maintains that his doctrine is nevertheless quite original, in that it rests 
upon this fundamental principle, namely, that the Beautiful is the symbol 
of the Good and the manifestation of its function in the evolution of the 
universe (p. 152). Though Lotze' s ^Esthetic can claim originality chiefly 
or solely by reason of its metaphysical basis, according to the state- 
ment just quoted, yet we find M. Matagrin elsewhere expressing regret that 
Lotze' s doctrine rests upon a purely metaphysical principle, and maintain- 
ing that the chief value of his work is in his study of art in general and the 
arts in particular. The second part of the treatise, which deals with this 
aspect of the subject, occupies somewhat more than half of the volume, 
and receives careful and appreciative treatment, which does full justice to 
Lotze's breadth of view, exactness, and knowledge of technique. 

Elmira College. Vida F. Moore. 



